(19) 




EuropSisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europden des brevets 






(11) 



EP0 801 517 A3 



(12) 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of put)lication A3: 

10.12.1997 Bultetini 997/50 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

15.10.1997 Bulletin 1997/42 

(21) Application number: 97109902.3 

(22) Date of filing: 1 1 .07.1 996 



(51) intCl.^: H05B 33/12, H01H 13/02. 
H01H9/16 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 
DE FR GB 

(30) Priority: 14.07.1995 JP 178490/95 
14.07.1995 JP 178499/95 

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier applicatlon(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
96305101.6 / 0 753 985 

(71) Applicant: 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 

Kadoma-shI Osaka (JP) 

(72) Inventors: 

• Tanabe, Koji 
Katano-shi, Osaka (JP) 



• Chikahisa, Yosuke 
Katano-shi, Osaka (JP) 

• Ikoma, Heiji 
Neyagawa-shI, Osaka (JP) 

• Ohara, Masahiro 
Katano-shI, Osaka (JP) 

• Kuwahara, Masaru 
Hirakata-shi, Osaka (JP) 

(74) Representative: 

Senior, Alan Murray et al 
J.A. KEMP & CO., 
14 Soutfi Square, 
Gray*s Inn 

London WC1 R 5LX (GB) 



(54) Illuminated switcti unit 

(57) In an illuminated switch unit, a switch operating 
projection (14) is provided on the reverse surface of an 
EL lighting element (15) and this EL lighting element 
(15) is fixed above a membrane switch (13) via spacer 



(16), thereby removing any obstacles inten-upting or 
intercepting illumination light emitted from EL lighting 
element (15). 
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